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to be met with in Brazil, should we underestimate one that Wissler
appears to have overlooked: the use of devil and animal masks, which
possess a mystical and cultural significance, as stressed by Koch-
Griinberg and lately, and notably, by Karsten,45

With regard to the moral culture of the early inhabitants of Brazil,
we are interested principally, within the limits that we have set our-
selves in this essay (those of sexual and family relations), in magic
' and myths. There are traits that, with great emotional vivacity in
the beginning, were communicated to the life and culture of the
Portuguese colonizer; and while they have since been dimmed by the
greater influence of the African, they still exist in the primitive depths
of our social, moral, and religious organization, where they break,
or seriously threaten to break, the supposed uniformity of the Catho-
lic or European pattern.

In the middle of the sixteenth century Father Anchieta notes that
among the Brazilian aborigines the woman is not annoyed when the
man who is her companion takes another woman or other women:
"even though he leave her altogether, she is not concerned, for if
she is still young, she herself finds another mate." And "if the woman
happens to be a strong, masculine type, she in turn may leave her
husband and seek another." 4G

This changing of husbands and wives was, naturally, a point upon
which Catholic morality, which meant the stern orthodoxy repre-
sented by the fathers of the Society of Jesus, could not and did not
compromise; the effort made by the Jesuits to enforce the practice
of a strict monogamy in the colony must have been a tremendous one,
not only with respect to the baptized Indians, but with regard to the
Portuguese colonists as well; for the clergy itself, in conflict with the
Jesuit padres, facilitated the free union with "Negresses." Already
addicted to polygamy through contact with the Moors, the Portu-
guese found in the sexual code of the Amerindians an opportunity to
give free and easy rein to this Mozaxabic tendency to live with many
women (a tendency that during the last two centuries had been some-
what suppressed and then had broken out again).

The two peoples who first met in this part of America-that is to
say, the Portuguese male and the Indian woman-were highly sexed.
Contrary to the general impression that it was for the most part the
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